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patron, and was free to confine his attention
to the cathedral. There his most obvious duty
was to take part in singing the services, and
the corporate body was large enough to pro-
vide choir as well as clergy. But the pre-
bendaries were men of some mark and energy.
They rebelled against this humble function,
and claimed the right to furnish vicars in the
cathedral as well as in the parish. So minor
canons to take the services and choirmen to
sing were appointed, and the prebendaries
were free. Still, they felt that they had a
duty to their cathedral. Some of the body
ought always to be in charge. So an inner
ring of residentiaries was appointed by the
prebendaries from among themselves, varying
in number but usually about six, who were
bound to " keep residence " ; i.e. one at
least had to be present at each service. They
received a further remuneration in addition
to their prebends, and in practice became the
governing body of the cathedral, in the affairs
of which the absentee prebendaries took little
part. The residentiaries, with the dean, are
now, since 1836, the sole governing body, the
prebendaries holding a purely honorary posi-
tion. Of the old relation of this chapter
to the bishop little remains save his power
of visitation, often fiercely contested in the